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Parents/Guardians and Students please refer to the HRM Assessment, Evaluation and Communication of Student Learning Policy accessible at: http://www.hrsb.ca/sites/default/files/hrsb/Downloads/pdf/board/policy/sectionC/C.007-student-assessment.pdf
Course Description
The purpose of the grade 8 science course is to help students develop the necessary skills, knowledge and attitudes to understand the importance of science and technology in society. Students will foster an appreciation for science through the following:
STSE (Science, Technology, Society, and the Environment)
GCO 1: Students will develop an understanding of the nature of science and technology, of the

relationships between science and technology, and of the social and environmental contexts of science

and technology.
Skills
GCO 2: Students will develop the skills required for scientific and technological inquiry, for solving

problems, for communicating scientific ideas and results, for working collaboratively, and for making

informed decisions.
Knowledge
GCO 3: Students will construct knowledge and understandings of concepts in life science, physical

science, and Earth and space science, and apply these understandings to interpret, integrate, and extend

their knowledge.
Attitudes
GCO 4: Students will be encouraged to develop attitudes that support the responsible acquisition and

application of scientific and technological knowledge to the mutual benefit of self, society, and the

environment.
Units of Study
Unit 1:  Cells, tissues, organs, and systems (les cellules et les systèmes organiques) 

Unit 2:  Water Systems on Earth (les systèmes hydrographiques) 

Unit 3:  Fluids (les fluides) 
Unit 4: Optics (les optiques)
Expectations and Evaluation
Students are encouraged to take responsibility for their learning and are encouraged to be involved and active in and out of the classroom. Students will be evaluated with regard to their capabilities to achieve the specific curriculum outcomes for the grade 8 level.  Progress will be assessed and evaluated in the following ways: quizzes, class work, assignments, tests, projects, presentation, self evaluation, conversations, journals,  lab experiments & reports. Assessment will be ongoing throughout the year.  Students will be assessed on a 4-point rubric:

4 Student has demonstrated a complete and thorough understanding of the outcome being assessed 
3 Student has demonstrated an expected understanding of the outcome being assessed 
2 Student has a limited/developing understanding of the outcome being assessed 
1 Student has not demonstrated an understanding of the outcome being assessed
· Assessment for Learning/Formative Assessment: the ongoing process of gathering and interpreting evidence about student learning for the purpose of determining where students are in their learning, where they need to go, and how best to get there; instructional strategy that takes place while the student is still learning and served to promote learning.

· Assessment of Learning/Summative Assessment: process of analyzing, reflecting upon, and summarizing assessment information and making a judgment and/or decision based upon the information gathered.
Creating Opportunities for Success
It is important that students:

· have respect for self, peers, teacher and the learning environment
· are willing to be an active learner

· are able to communicate respectfully

· do their best at all times

· come to class prepared with required materials

· are able to access and use their Power School account, @gnspes.ca email, and Google Apps for Education
Procedural Expectations
Students are responsible for:

· Seeking assistance with assignments when required.

· Requesting an extension for assignments in a timely manner when required.

· Completing assignments by specified due dates so that teachers can provide timely feedback.

· Responding to feedback provided during the learning process.

· In the event that a due date for an assignment is missed, it will be at the discretion of the teacher and principal to extend the deadline.

· Students who do not adhere to the extended deadline will have missed that opportunity to demonstrate achievement towards the outcomes addressed in that assignment.
In the event that a student misses a test/quiz or assignment, teacher and student will discuss and agree upon a new date of completion.
In the event of late assignments where an extension was not requested, the student will need to fill out a form providing a reason for the late assignment, teacher and student will agree upon a new due date and the form will need to be signed and returned to the teacher.
Communication Tools
Ridgecliff Middle School will use a variety of methods to communicate student achievement throughout the school year.

· Powerschool – Students and parents are encouraged to check PowerSchool frequently (student progress, missing assignments, etc.) as it will be updated on a regualr basis.

· Google Classroom/Web pages

· Curriculum Night, Parent-Teacher Interviews, Mid Term Reports, Final Report Cards
Homework
Effective 2015, there is a new homework policy.  Homework has one or more of the following purposes:

· Prepare information or materials for future learning activities

· Practice new knowledge or new skill

· Enrich students’ understanding of a topic and apply it in new ways

For more information please visit https://www.ednet.ns.ca/files/policy-documents/homework_policy.pdf
Contact
I look forward to a rewarding and successful year teaching your student.  If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me.  I may be reached most effectively by e-mail: ehill@hrsb.ca.  You may also contact me at the school: 902-876-4381.

Erin Hill
